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Putin’s “2024 Problem”
On January 15, Russian President Vladimir Putin gave 
his annual address to the Russian Parliament in which 

he unveiled plans to reform the country’s constitu-
tion.  Hours later he dismissed the entire cabinet.  What 

is Vladimir Putin up to?  Will he push to amend the 
constitution to enable himself to serve as “President 
for life?” Will he resign before the end of his fourth 

term as President expires in 2024?   Professor Gordon 
Smith, who has analyzed Russian political affairs for 
almost 50 years, will try to make sense of President 
Putin’s recent extraordinary moves and what they 

mean for Russia and the world.  
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